THE GREATEST MAN SINCE JESUS CHRIST
in the Hindu salute of forgiveness^ and therewith to die
with the blessing of his heart upon the wild assassin. These
things Gandhi learned in South Africa. The story of those
twenty years is one of the immortal epics of human history,
likely perhaps to be forgotten, so small it seems as brought
into comparison with the stupendous drama of India itself,
but never really to be forgotten, since it was those years and
their discipline and their ultimate triumph that made
Gandhi to be the man that he was in his greatest days.
The second period of Gandhi's life is the period from
1914 to 1947, the years-when Gandhi was the leader of the
Indian people in the stupendous struggle for national inde-
pendence. It is interesting and rather ironical to recall
that when at the close of the Great War, Gandhi and his
associates submitted their terms to the British Empire,
Gandhi was at that time not seeking the full freedom of his
country. All that he asked for and all that he expected in
1919 was a grant of dominion status to India. And how
ironical it is to remember that had Great Britain been wise
enough in 1919 to grant this dominion status, there pro-
bably never would have been any struggle for national
independence. But it was a case at that ime, as so often,
of too little and too late. When Great Britain reached the
time when she was ready to grant dominion status, Gandhi
and the great army of Indian liberators had moved beyond
that point. It was now full liberty or nothing.
The real struggle began in 1921, with the opening of
Gandhi's first non-cooperative and non-violent campaign
for freedom. It is the testimony of Lord Lloyd, the Gover-
nor at that time of the Province of Bombay, that in 1921
and 1922 Gandhi came within the breadth of an eyelash
of securing the emancipation of his people. So unconquer-
able is the non-resistant, so powerful the man who wields
not the sword of steel but the sword of the spirit!
Remember that Britain, like the? Roman Empire yesterday,
knew exactly what to do with a man who came
armed against her. Etfery empire, eveify military power,
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